DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE
Minutes of the Meeting of May 19, 2026

The DRC meeting was held via Zoom

Members Present

v Chris Linn, Co-chair v Courtney O'Neill, Business Association
, Co-chair Matt Rutt, Parking Foundation
v Erin Monghan, LUPZC , Streetscape Committee
v Laura Carey, LUPZC Greg Lattanzi, VP Physical
v William Webster, HDAC Laura Lucas, President CHCA (ex-officio)
Others Attending

Maddy Schroeder, 240 E Highland business owner
Bob Careless, attorney for 240 E Highland
Leslie Gomez, property owner

Richard Sax, property owner

Shoshanna Bricklin, neighbor

Jill Hanley, neighbor

Bob Hanley, neighbor

Leslie Birch, neighbor

Dennis Murphy, neighbor

Jean Durling, neighbor

Mark Keintz, neighbor

Laura Leon Maurice, neighbor

Others Attending

Joyce Lenhardt, board member

Anne McNiff, Executive Director CHCA

Celeste Hardester, Development Review Facilitator
Melissa Nash, recorder

The meeting was opened by Chris Linn, acting co-chair, at 7:00 pm. Introductions were made. There is
one item on the agenda.

240 E Highland

*Presentation: The project is for Maddy Schroeder to operate a massage business at her home, 240 E
Highland. This use is not allowed by zoning. Attorney Bob Careless began the presentation. They have
a petition in support of the project with over 20 neighbor signatures plus a separate letter of support.
Community notice letters were sent, and the business owner, Maddy Schroeder, has tried to speak to
neighbors. M Schoeder is licensed and insured. There is no change to be made to the building. The
City classified this business to be Home Services and is a second principal use of the property, which
is not allowed. This does not set a precedent. Each request is evaluated on its own facts. It does not
affect the resale value of this or neighboring properties. The refusal is specific to this use and business;
it does not transfer to subsequent owners. M Schroeder noted that she may also teach yoga as an
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element of her massage therapy but only to individuals, not classes. A concern expressed by neighbors
is for parking. She showed photos taken in this block at the times the business will operate. She noted
that there are now 23 signatures on the petition and she has 4 neighbor letters. There will be no
changes and no signage. The house has 1851 sq ft with the business conducted in an 88sq ft room at
the rear of the house. There will be no business on holidays or fair days. There will be 1-3 clients per
day for a max of 15 per week. Hours will be 9:30 to 11:30 and 1:00 to 4:30 M-F. Weekend
appointments may be made on an emergency basis. There is only one client at a time with time space
between them. There will be no overnights. Highland is mostly residential. It does have some
commercials in the first block. Clients will not park in the alley, although the owners might. The
intention of the business is to provide affordable massage. It may generate some foot traffic. It is
non-invasive.

*Committee Comments/Questions: Courtney O'Neill noted that there is a massage place in the 100
block. She asked if this would open the floodgates for others, especially businesses that do not need
variances. Laura Carey asked about the lease on the property. This is a family owned property without
an end date on the lease. Schroeder's husband will probably inherit the house. Bill Webster asked
about support by the near neighbors. The neighbors are supportive. Erin Monaghan asked about what
would happen if it seemed there was a need to have more clients. This would require a new operation
license. C O'Neill noted that M Schroeder has been very forthright in the process.

*Neighbor Comments/Questions: Mark Keintz, a near neighbor, asked about other services. Only
massage therapy is offered. The ZBA approves specific uses and number of clients. Increases in the
number of clients requires a modification of the agreement. He asked about why the designation of
personal services was not challenged. B Careless noted that he tries not to challenge L&I. C O'Neill
asked what would happen if neighbors complained about parking. M Schroeder hoped that neighbors
would contact her directly. She will work with them. M Keintz stated that many people on the block
are gone to work in the daytime so parking should not be a problem. Shoshanna Bricklin, a near
neighbor, noted that her house has been a travel agency in the past. Another neighbor, Leslie Birch,
noted that parking should not be a problem. David Handley, adjoining neighbor, has no concerns.
Leslie Gomez, home owner, noted that there is room for 3 cars to park in the rear. A neighbor, Laura
Leon Maurice, stated that she prefers not to have a business in a residential area. Joyce Lenhardt asked
if she could open an architectural office in her home without a permit. This would be allowed with a
work permit. S Bricklin asked who has standing in this issue.

*Committee Action: Bill Webster moved that the committee support the applicant's petition for a
variance as presented. The motion was seconded and was approved with all votes in support, no
abstentions, and none against. The application will next go to the full board meeting and then to the
ZBA. The ZBA appointment is July 8 at 9:30.

Adjournment
*The minutes for April were tabled until the next meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 PM.
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